Past Perfect vs. Past Perfect Continuous — Exercises

Ex. 1 Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verbs given in brackets. Use Past Perfect
or Past Perfect Continuous.

1. Before we went to the theatre, We .........cccceeevveeeiieeennenns (mop) the floors in our house.

2. Howlong ....ccccovvevvvevciieeirenne, (you / wait) before Adam turned up?

3. I had no idea that Julie and Rob ..........ccceevvvreereennnnenn. (split up).

4. WE oo (try) to meet the deadline, but we failed.

5. Tt was the first time We ........cceceeevveeecveennnnn. (see) such a magnificent view.

6. By the time the police arrived, the thieves ..........ccccceeeevveeeneennee. (already / run away).

7. Jack and Helen ..........ccccvvvevveennnnnnne. (go out) for five years before he proposed to her.

8. Thomas was dog-tired because he ...........ccceeeevrenvreennen. (run) for two hours.

9. When Alice finally arrived at the party, everybody ..........ccocevvieriieneenee. (go) home.

10. I told her that her boyfriend .........c.cccoeevvvernirennennne. (lie) to her for a few months.

11. He said that he .........ccooovveriieniiennenne, (never / met) such a beautiful girl before.

12. Mike was dirty because he .........cccceeevvevveeciiennnns (repair) his car.

13. They ccooveeiieieeieeeeeeeen (sell) their house before housing crisis in 2008.

14. We didn’t go on a trip because Mark ...........cccvevveereeennennne. (not / book) anything in
advance.

15. The grass was wet. It ......ccceevviieciieniieneenen. (rain) heavily all night.

16. How many cups of t€a ........ccceevvevieecreenerennnn. (you / drink) before you went home?

I7.T e (know) Jessica for many years before we started working
together.

18. Julie wasn’t hungry because she .........ccccceevvveerveeennenn. (already / have) a substantial
breakfast.

19. They ccoveeieeieeeee (drive) for three hours before the car broke down.

20. After AmY ...ooeveveviieiieeiieeeee, (eat) spicy chicken, she came out in a rash.

Ex. 2 Choose the correct option.

1. I had read / had been reading an interesting book for two hours before my parents’ guests
visited us.

2. He failed the exam because he hadn’t studied / hadn’t been studying hard enough.

3. We had struggled / had been struggling to understand professor Hopkin’s lecture before we
finally gave up.

4. 1didn’t have to do any housework because my husband had done / had been doing
everything.

5. It was the first time he had danced / he had been dancing the waltz.

6. How long had you studied / had you been studying before you fell asleep?

7. When I arrived at the cinema, I realised I had forgotten / had been forgetting my wallet.
8. How long had David lived / had David been living in Manchester before he got a new job
in Glasgow?

9. My dog had torn apart / had been tearing apart some important documents before I came
back home.

10. I had watched / had been watching television for a few hours before I went to bed.
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Ex. 3 Find mistakes in the sentences below and correct them. Some of the sentences are
correct.

1. Before they reached an agreement, they had been negotiating for a few hours.

2. It was great to see Helen yesterday. [ hadn’t been seeing her for two weeks.

3. She had never gone by plane before she flew to New York.

4. Susan’s parents were annoyed when they found out that their daughter had played truant for
three weeks.

5. As soon as I saw that gorgeous girl, I realised I had met her before.

6. How many poem had she been writing before 20107

7. 1 was vomiting all night because I had been picking up a bug.

8.We had been dreaming about going to Spain before our daughter booked a package holiday
in Andalusia for us.

9. Before George set up his own company, he had worked as a financial analyst for five years.
10. Rachel was in seventh heaven because one of the top accounting firms had offered her a
job.

Ex. 4 Complete the sentences with appropriate verbs given below in Past Perfect or Past
Perfect Continuous.

wallpaper sign eat dust play have sleep break into  wait learn

1. Boys were famished because they ...........ccccvevveeriennnnnne (play) football for two hours.

2. When I got back home, I realised that somebody ..........cccceevvveeenvennnnenn. (break into)
my house.

3. Afterhe ..cooooviieiiiieiiee, (dust) the bookshelves, he went for a walk with his
dog.

4. Before he joined the meeting, he ..........ccccevveerinnenen. (sleep) for ten hours.

5. When I opened the cupboard I found out that somebody ............cccecveriieienee. (eat)
my chocolate.

6. Howlong .....cccoovviiniieniiinnen. (learn) before she took a break?

7. They ccooeviiiiiieeeeeee (wait) for twenty minutes before their bus arrived.

8. There was such a mess in the house because Jimmy ..........ccccceeeverienennnene (wallpaper)
the living room.

9. By the time he left our company, Mr Hudson ............ccceeviiniiennnnn. (sign) many
lucrative contracts with our major customers.

10T e, (have) my car for eight years before I sold it.
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