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I wish, If only, it’s high time, had better – Ćwiczenia 

Ex. 1 Fill in the gaps with the correct forms of the verbs given in brackets. Sometimes you 

need to use negative forms. 

1. I wish I ............................. (get) into medical school two years ago. 

2. I wish I ......................... (lie) to my boyfriend yesterday. He doesn’t want to talk to me now. 

3. Lucy wishes she ............................. (fly). 

4. If only I ............................. (get) married when I was 20 years old. It was too early and I 

wasn’t ready for marriage. 

5. James had better ............................. (confess) to eating the whole chocolate. 

6. I wish people ............................. (complain) so much. 

7. I wish you ............................. (be) here with me. It is not the same without you. 

8. It’s high time she ............................. (start) living on her own. 

9. This dress doesn’t suit me. I wish I ............................. (buy) it last Saturday. 

10. She was so happy when I proposed. I wish you ............................. (see) her face. 

11. I wish my parents ............................. (be) more understanding. 

12. Christian wishes he ............................. (have) a sports car. 

 

 

Ex. 2 Choose the correct answer. 

1. It’s high time you get / got / had got down to some work. 

2. Thomas wishes he is / was / had been more patient with his children. 

3. You had better apologise / to apologise / apologised to your little brother for your bad 

behaviour. 

4. It’s high time for Olivia change / to change / has changed her daily routine. 

5. I wish I buy / could buy / had bought a new car but I can’t afford it right now. 

6. Alicia wishes she would learn / learnt / had learnt French when she attended high school. 

7. If only I do / did / had done my homework yesterday. 

8. Peter wishes he wouldn’t put / didn’t put / hadn’t put on weight last winter. 

9. Megan had better not tell / doesn’t tell / not to tell lies. 

10. It’s high time we renovate / renovated / had renovated our house. 

11. Alice had better stop / to stop / stopped behaving in such a rude manner. 

12. I wish I would take / took / had taken an umbrella last night. 

 

Ex. 3 Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. 

1. I regret that I told Lucy a secret. 

    I wish ……………………………………….. . 

2. Mark always drives fast and carelessly which infuriates me. 

    If only ……………………………………………………… . 

3. My sister often arrives late at family gatherings which is annoying. 

    I wish ………………………………………………………………… . 

 

https://blog-eangielski.pl/konstrukcje-wyrazajace-zyczenia-i-wish-if-only-its-high-time-had-better/


2 
 

4. My parents were very disappointed that I dropped out of college. 

    My parents wish …………………………………………………. . 

5. I would like to be taller so I could play volleyball. 

    If only ……………………………………………. . 

6. You should leave me alone and go home. 

    You’d better ……………………………………….. . 

7. It’s a pity that I don’t stay in touch with my classmates from primary school. 

    I wish …………………………………………………………………………. . 

8. I don’t talk to Christina because I fell out with her yesterday. 

    If only ……………………………………………………….. . 

9. It’s raining heavily and there is no chance it will stop. 

    I wish …………………………………………………………. . 

10. I didn’t have time to bake a birthday cake for Maria and I regret it. 

      If only …………………………………………………………….. . 

11. It’s a pity that I can’t swim. 

      I wish ………………………….. . 

12. I don’t like it when you open the window when it’s cold outside. 

      If only ………………………………………..…………………… . 

13. My daughter doesn’t tidy up her room regularly and it drives me nuts. 

      I wish ………………………………………..………………………… . 

14. I think I should start preparing for my exams. 

      It’s high time I ……………………………….. . 

 

Ex. 4 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. Sometimes you 

need to use negative forms. 

1. I wish people ............................. (spread) rumours which can be harmful to others. 

2. If only my children ............................. (help) me more with household chores. They don’t 

do much at home. 

3. I wish my boss ............................. (be) so demanding. 

4. If only customers ............................. (be) more polite and patient. 

5. I wish I ............................. (be) a better friend for Susan and Kate. 

6. I wish my family ............................. (eat) healthier food. 

7. If only I ............................. (do) sport more regularly. 

8. I wish I ............................. (pass) my driving test when I was eighteen. 

9. If only my dad ............................. (give up) smoking. 

10. If only I ............................. (put aside) enough money to go to the Caribbean last year. 
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