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Has technology robbed travel of its riches? – Answer Key 

Definitions 

Ex. 1 Match the expressions used in the article with their definitions. 

Expression Meaning 

1. e) officialdom a) in the middle of nowhere 

2. c) the old chestnut b) the ability to recover strength, spirits, good 

humour, etc. quickly 

3. d) a far cry from c) a trite / a well-worn joke 

4. g) hub d) be entirely different from something 

5. a) in the back of beyond e) unhelpful officials who work for the government 

6. h) to offer / provide a glimpse into 

something 

f) the act of allowing yourself to do or have 

something that you enjoy 

7. b) resilience g) the main part of a particular activity or place 

8. f) self-indulgence h) give an insight into something 

 

 

Ex. 2 Now use the expressions from Ex. 1 in an appropriate form to fill in the sentences below. 

1. I don’t think that the school days are the happiest days of my life. I guess it’s the old 

chestnut. 

2. He showed great courage and resilience in fighting back from a losing position to win the 

game. 

3. A major cargo hub will have been built near Warsaw by 2027. 

4. Going to the movies in the afternoon is one of my big self-indulgences. 

5. This guesthouse was a far cry from the luxurious hotel they had stayed in before. 

6. The report is critical of attempts by officialdom to deal with the problem of homelessness. 

7. Adam lives somewhere in the back of beyond. It’s a remote rural area without any shops. 

8. His lectures offer a glimpse into civil engineering. In my view, they are very useful and 

comprehensible.  

 

Adjectives 

Ex. 3 Write synonyms for the given adjectives. Use words from the box. 

 

 

 

a) dirty = grimy (trains / slums) 

b) varied = diverse 

c) remote = far-flung (corners of the Earth) 

d) little-known = obscure (blog) 

e) disorganized = disordered (region) 

f) unorganized, random = haphazard 

g) tense, strained = fraught 

i) tarnished = tainted (by modern tourism)  

obscure (blog)               far-flung (corners of the Earth)         haphazard          grimy (trains / slums) 

disordered (region)        tainted (by modern tourism)             diverse               fraught 

https://www.blog-eangielski.pl/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/recover
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/strength
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/spirit
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/act
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/allow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/enjoy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/main
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/part
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Prepositions 

Ex. 4 Complete the sentences with appropriate prepositions. Use a clue in brackets if given. 

1. How did you come BY [= obtain] that cheque?  

2. The waves washed AGAINST the side of the boat. 

3. I won’t let my ex-girlfriend get IN the way of our future life. 

4. Lucy stumbled ACROSS / ON / UPON [= came across] family memorabilia in the attic 

yesterday. 

5. It’s a far cry FROM the luxury to which they have been accustomed. 

6. She saved a little girl FROM falling into the water. 

7. The belief that we should do our duty is deeply ingrained IN most of us. 

8. She had a job which never got IN the way of her leisure interests. 

9. These policies would wreak havoc ON the economy. 

10. The arrests resulted FROM an anonymous telephone call. 

11. His intrepid act saved three men FROM death. 

12. This report provides a glimpse INTO global warming. 

 

Ex. 5 What’s the difference between these pairs of sentences? 

1a) Many hair problems result FROM what you eat. – stem from (wynikać z) 

1b) The accident resulted IN him losing his job. – come about as consequence (skończyć się 

czymś, spowodować coś) 

2a) My family consists OF seven people. – be made of something (składać się z czegoś) 

2b) For Susan, happiness consists IN shopping and eating out. – (polegać na czymś / na 

robieniu czegoś) 

 

Translation 

Ex. 6 Translate the following sentences into English using the key words from the box. 

 

 

 

1. Nie ma wystarczająco jedzenia dla ptaków w zimie. – Food for birds is scarce in winter. 

2. To, co Mark lubi najbardziej w swoim życiu, to urok pracy w telewizji. – What Mark likes 

most in his life is the allure of working in television. 

3. Życie jako włóczęga ma swoje plusy. – Life as a vagabond has its own merits. 

4. Nic nam nie zmąci szczęścia (Nic nie umniejszy naszego szczęścia.) – Nothing can detract 

from our happiness. 

5. Syria jest przykładem kraju spustoszonego przez wojnę domową. – Syria is an example of a 

country ravaged by civil war. 

6. Nasza firma zaczęła nawiązywać nowe kontakty z lokalnymi dostawcami. – Our company 

has started to forge new contacts with local supplier. 

7. Uśmiech na jej twarzy znikł. – The smile on her face vanished.  

8. Cieszę się możliwością spędzenia tu popołudnia. – I relish the chance to spend an 

afternoon here. 

9. Zrobiłem specjalną ścianę, po której dzieci mogą mazać. – I made a special wall for the 

kids to scribble on. 

 

allure                    ravage                      scarce                   scribble              vagabond 

vanish                   detract from             relish                    forge 

https://www.blog-eangielski.pl/
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/policy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/havoc
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/economy_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/arrest_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/result_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/anonymous
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/telephone_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/happiness
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/work
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/television
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Synonyms 

Ex. 7 Write synonyms for the given words. Use words from the box. 

 

 

 

a) vagrant, tramp = vagabond 

b) to disappear = vanish 

c) havoc, damage = ravage 

d) charm, appeal = allure 

e) to diminish, belittle = detract from 

f) to be pleased with = relish something 

g) scrawl = scribble (down) 

h) establish, make = forge (new contacts) 

i) vigour, pep = (natural) spiritedness 

 

Translation 

Ex. 8 Translate into English. 

1. Było niewystarczająco świeżej wody i leków. – Fresh water and medicines were scarce. 

2. Jego reputacja została splamiona przez finansowy skandal. – His reputation was tainted by 

the financial scandal. 

3. Mary odłożyła książki w chaotyczny sposób. – Mary put the books down in a haphazard 

manner.  

4. Biurokracja (jako ludzie – urzędnicy) jest przeciwko nam od początku. – Officialdom has 

been against us from the start.  

5. Paryż był zupełnie czymś innym (w niczym nie przypominał) wsi / wioski gdzie ona 

dorastała. – Paris was a far cry from the village where she grew up. 

6.  Laura podróżuje do najodleglejszych zakątków świata – Laura has travelled to the most 

far-flung corners of the world/the Earth. 

7. Nie znoszę tego starego kawału. – I can’t stand this old chestnut. 

8. Brudne budynki sprawiają, że miasto jest przytłaczające. – Grimy buildings make the city 

overwhelming/oppressive. 

9. Ona była mało znaną pisarką. – She was an obscure writer. 

10. Josh stawił czoło problemowi w typowo chaotyczny sposób. – He tackled the problem in 

a typically haphazard manner. 

11. Jako centrum finansowe i komunikacyjne, Paryż jest teraz prawie równy Londynowi. – As 

a hub of finance and communications, Paris is now almost equal to London. 

12. Atmosfera w biurze jest napięta. – The atmosphere in the office is fraught.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

relish sth              vanish                             detract from             vagabond               scribble (down) 

ravage                 (natural) spiritedness       allure                       forge (new contacts)       
 

 

 

 

https://www.blog-eangielski.pl/
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/fresh_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/water_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/medicine
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/far
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/village_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/grew
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/tackle
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/problem
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/typically
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/manner

